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To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 





Sir, 

I have jately heard a sermon from these 

rds ; “ but he, that doeth wrong, shal! 

eive for the wrong, which he hath done, 

d there isno respect of persons.” In 

s sermon this point, I think, was proved; 

pt man must and will receive a punish- 

ent for his crimes to the full satisfac- 

n of justice. 

If that doctrine be a,truth (as I think it 

pst be) I should be exceedingly gratified 
be informed, how it can comport with 

giveness ? How cana sinner be pun- 

ed to the extent of what justice re- 
ires, and yet be forgiven? How cana 
t be paid, and yet the debtor be dis- 
rged by forgiveness? 

If you should think, sir, that the solving 
this seeming inconsistency, would help 
lear away difficulties in any mind; I 
puld be pleased, and, I believe, many 

hers likewise. A. 
























ANSWER TO A’s REQUEST. 

That man must and will receive a pun- 
bment for his crimes to the full satisfac- 
yn of justice, is a point sufficiently estab- 
hed by scripture. 

The difficulty attending this subject, a- 
ses from the misconstruction of it. The 
tisfaction of justice, and the infliction of 
nishment, together with the idea of for- 
veness, are misunderstood. 

We cannot conceive how justice should 
satisfied according to the current opin- 
bp, without connecting the idea of its be- 
g dissatisfied ; this dissatisfaction of jus- 
e would lead us, likewise, to the idea; 
at God himself was dissatisfied. Here 
e should be upon the mistaken ground of 
t limitarian brethren. 

But neither God or his justice-are so 





der for man’s happiness. Nothing more 
can be understood by the satisfaction of 
justice than this ; that as sin and misery, 

are cause and effect ; so it must follow, 

that the effect will succeed its cause. 

Where there is sin, there will be misery. 
Its being a consequence of sin makes it 
certain. This consequence taking place is 
called the satisfaction of justice : but by 
its being a consequence of sin only, we 
need not be mistaken in its meaning. 

This misery consequential on sin, is, 
likewise, considered as a punishment in- 
flicted ; but there is no punishment inflict- 
ed, but the effect of sin, as a consequence. 
We may hence see, that God inflicts no 
punishment, and that justice does not re- 
quire nor need any other satisfaction than 
that the effect should follow the cause.— 
Indeed, I consider the expression (satis- 
faction of justice or satisfaction of God) 
to be improper: It conveys an idea of dis. 
satisfaction, which, likewise is connected 
with that of changeability: for if he be 
dissatisfied and then is satisfied by punish- 
ment inflicted, he is a changeable Being. — 
But who will say that God isa changeable 
being? Thus the idea of satisfaction for 
justice and of a punishment inflicted, is un- 
doubtedly misunderstood. 

The idea of forgiveness, likewise, has 
been, equally, misunderstood. 





It has been supposed to consist in the 
deliverance of the sinner from deserved 
pavishment : or that it was a forgiveness 
of a penalty arising from some crime com- 
mitted. Ifthis were the case the crime 
would remain ; and the criminal disposi- 
tion, from which ali crimes proceed, would 
remain likewise. This would lead us to 
this conclusion ; that a criminal disposition 
with its consequent crimes, might remain, 





satisfied as to need any alteration in or- 





asa cause of misery ; and yet the effect, 
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which is misery, not take place, and the 
person be forgiven notwithstanding. 

This idea of forgiveness is not admissa- 
ble. 

Another idea of forgiveness, by which 
it is supposed that every circumstance in 

this case is plain and consistent, is that 
Christ suffered the punishment, which man 
deserved, and that on this footing, man is 
freed from his deserved punishment, which 
they suppose to be forgiveness. But we 
have sufficiently proved, under the article, 
design and work of a Mediator, page 49— 
78 inclusive, that Christ did not endare the 
punishment due to us for sin; and that the 
sacred writings are explicit that, the 
sou! that sins, shal! die ; that every man 
shall die for his own sins, consequentiy, 
that there is no such forgiveness. ‘The 
same idea of forgiveness, likewise, is ex- 
hibited when Christ’s sufferings are repre- 
sented asa debt paid to divine justice, by 
which we are exonerated : or of a price ad- 
vanced by which we are discbarged, i. e. 
forgiven. 

We will now attempt to explain forgiv- 
ness, and shew, likewise, that it is consist- 
ent with our receiving for the wrong we 
have done, or of being punished to the full 
satisfaction of justice. 

Remission of sins, and forgiveness of 
sins are of the same import, (it is remission 
or cancelling of sin, equally with its after 
consequences,) and in this subject, we 
must keep in mind the distinction of two 
parties ; one, who forgives; another, who 
is forgiven. He, who forgives, is God ; 
they, who are forgiven, are men. For- 
giveness, then, as an act cf God arises from 
no other consideration than his own na- 
ture, his love, his goodness, &c. in which 
all his attributes are equally and harmoni- 
ously agreed. This forgiveness will have 
reference to two things; first, when God 
actually does forgive; secondly, when 

this forgiveness is made known to the sin- 
ner. 

1. Forgiveness, as an act of God, is as 






by Christ; aslongas he has purposed ; bo 
himself, that in the dispensation of the Pe 

hess of times, he might gather together ' ri 
one all things in Christ ; so long has bs | 
freely remitted or forgiven the sins of ne, : 
so long has he blotted out all our Sits, : 
designed us for a cure from sinand jj ),p 
maladies. Forgiveness, then, from Godse 


eternal. 
This is apparent from two things ; fin, 


God does not impute the iniquities of ip 
world, 2 Corinth. v.19. To wit, thy 
God wasin Christ, reconciling the wor! 
unto himself, not imputing their trespay: 
unto them. | 
Secondly, it appears from this, that is} 
ungodly are justified. Rom. iv. 5. Nowy > 
him that worketh not, but believeth «f 
him, that justifieth the ungodly. Forgin.t 
ness, then, as a final cure of all sin anda fe 
ery, inthe issue ; is an eternal act of th 
Almighty, as everlasting as his love, 
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2. Forgiveness means a manifestations 
this act of the Deity to the understand 
of the sinner. Men are wont to suppox, 
that there was never any forgiveness i 
they experienced it ; but this experiencey & 
forgiveness by men, is only a manifest: 
tion of that, which was an eternal dein 
and reality with God. Man was as real 
an object of forgiveness from all eterij 
bas he was an object of love : butthey hin 
generally supposed, that there is noir, 
giveness, tillthey have the manifeststi: 
of it. 

All the consequences of forgiveness prot 
this position ; if they now see the gloria 
character of the Deity ; it is no new clu 
acter ; it ison!y new to them, for Goda! 
ways wasthesame. If they know thi 








God, now, does love them; it is no nef 
truth; it is only new to them, for Godt: 
ways did love them. If they know, 10", 
that they are forgiven; it is nothing net) 
for with God they always were forgive” 
We now shew, that forgiveness, 5 "'F 
have hinted, is a passing over, doing a¥a)ip 
not imputing or destroying of sin ; '"F: 














eternal as his being. Aslongas God has 
loved the world, or designed its salvation 







other words, it is that, by which we are de ; 
livered from, and cured of sin as,a 09 
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ease ; so that, in the issue, a complete 

liverance will he effected. This is for- 
veness in its extent, and is that deliver- 
nce, enlargement or cure; of which ev- 
ry sinner has a sense, when he hasa 
anifestation of pardoning or forgiving 
nercy. That our sins are forgiven, is the 
ocd news to us, which was eternally true 
ith God. Itisa manifestation that, in 

e divine purpose, our iniquities were 
orgiven and our sins covered. 

1 amnow to shew how forgiveness can 
omport with our receiving for the wrong, 

hich we have done ; or how a sinner can 
be punished to the extent of what justice 
equires, and yet be forgiven. 

If punishment be the effect or conse- 
juence of transgression; and if forgive- 
ess bea cure for both ; be a removal of the 
cause and, consequently, of any further 
disagreeable consequences; it appears, 
thatthere isa perfect consistency in the 
case. very consideration makes it to be 


suitable thet an effect should followits 
cause. ‘Thus misery will follow sin. Who, 
now, will say, that there can be an impro- 
priety io the distinction of both sin and 


misery ? or that, after a person has prac- 
tised sin and experienced its consequences; 
his former sins should no more be remem- 
bered, and that he should be saved from 
sin in time to come ? It would be a strange 
position, that, because man had sinned, he 
always should sin: or that because he had 
experienced the evil of sin, that he should 
never be delivered therefrom. We areas- 
sured, then, that with our heavenly Fath- 
er, there is forgiveness. He, itis who con- 
sistently pardons our iniquities for bis 
name’s sake ; he blotteth oat all our trans- 
gressions. He hath purposed the entire 
destruction of sin ; and we are assured,that 
there shall be no more sorrow, no more 
pain, no more death,no more curse. Here, 
then, the idea of forgiveness is completed. 
Man is cured of his moral corruption ; and 
though made subject to vanity anc corrup- 
tion, is delivered from it into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God: and this de- 
_liverance is consistent with his experience 





of evil while sin remained. 

Thus there is as great a propriety in 
healing a person of the moral disease of sin 
as there isin healing a person of any dis- 
ease, whichis natural. 

Why is,a physician employed to heal us 
of bodily disorders? It must be because 
that healthis most desirable. But is it 
consistent tor us to be healed after we 
have been afflicted with ¢isease ? Certain- 
ly ; it will be not only consistent, but it is 
the only case in which a physician is need- 
ful ; they that be whole need not a pbysi- 
cian ; but they that are sick. 

Soin the moral disease of sin ; after we 
have been tormented with it, and have ex- 
perienced its punishment to the full extent 
of justice ; or, which isthe same thing, 
have suffered its consequences ; there is a 
propriety and consistency in that healing 
and cure of sin, which the spiritual physi- 
cian effects in forgiveness. It is the sin- 
ner, only, who needs forgiveness, and itis 
consistent for him and no other. 

Nothing, then, can render forgiveness 


incompatible with our having suffered the 
effects of sin, while sinful ; unless it bea 
truth, that eternal damnation for sin, is 
preferable to the cure of sin. 

Thus forgiveness of sin is its cure, or a 
deliverance fromit; or its end and des- 
traction, and its former existence and con- 
sequences may be terminated, consistently, 
by forgiveness, or by its being destroyed. 


REMARKS. 


We may clearly perceive the impropri- 
ety, of whatis called the popular doctrine 
of a positive punishment inflicted ; of for- 
givenessasa deliverance from such pun- 
ishment only, and the absurdity of sup- 
posing that justice is opposed to forgiveness 
in its genuine signification. 

Positive punishment inflicted, would 
suppose a penalty annexed to the law ; but 
such penalty is not to be found. Conse- 
quences of natural evi! follow upon the 
commission of sin, butit is not by way of 
penalty. These consequences must foliow 
while the cause remains. 
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~ Now to say, that justice is opposed to 
forgiveness, when by forgiveness we mean 
the entire cure of sin and misery ; is to 
say that justice chooses that to remain for 
evar, which is perfectly disagreeable to it- 
self, Consequently, God as a God of jus- 
tice would choose to be eternally displeas- 
ed. 

The only scriptural and rational idea on 
this subject is, that man must suffer while 
he remains asinner; athough he has been 
a sinner and sufiered forit, there is a pro- 
priety in his cure or Teconciliation, and 
that God only is able to effect this and is 
disposed to doit. Hence as there is for- 
giveness with God; and as this is his de- 
sign and purpose, mem are warranted to 
fear before him and hope in his mercy.— 
EDITOR. 

Answer to * a Calvinist,” who appeared in 
our last. 

Finding after my return from business? 
at a distance, a communication in the Ad- 
vocate directed to the Editor, and signed 
‘6a Calvinist ;” Lhaveat present only time 
for a few remarks. 

To advocate error and propagate princi- 
ples demoralizing, in their effects, on com- 
munity: to use carnal and false reason, as 
you are pleased to express it ; would be an 
employment otterly incompatib'e with the 
design of every candid and judicious man, 
and [ have the testimony of my mind, that 
it would be abhorrent to my own feelings 
and wishes. 

Sir, you would better answer the cause 
of truth, and all men would be more satis- 
fied, if you would, instead of insinuations 
of dangerous errors, be explicit in showing 
where they are in the wrong ; but we con- 
clude, that nothing can convince us of er- 
ror, or ought to impede our progress in a 
candid and free inquiry after truth, excep- 
ting an exposure of error, and that confirm- 
ed by unanswerable evidence. 

Ii, sir, you should see fit to undertake 
this task, you have my promise, that the 
demoralizing principles, which, you say, 


are propagated in the Advocate of error,!rily suffer by the contest. So if human 


shall be impartially considered, and jon % 
arguments to prove them such, shall |) 
controverted with the strictest deference, 
trath and decorum. 

Having insinuated that dangerous erro, } 
| are propagated, in the Advocate, I thin} 
you are in duty bound to point them oy — 
and shew in what their falsity consists, 

If daring to call in question the truth ¢j 
Calvinism, be among the articles of «, 
dangerous errors ; nothing more willl, 
necessary, on your part, than only to\ 
explicit ; it will be incumbent on us toey, 
hibit reasons of our conduct ; and if we f,i! 
ig this undertaking, we shall expect to los 
the confidence of mankind. —Envitoz. 














[ConcLUDED FROM PAGE 135.} 

A new commandment I give unto yu, 
that ye love one another 3 as I have lore 
you, that ye also love one another, Jot, 
xiii. 34. z 
We will now, as was proposed, explain 

the propriety of cuitivating this principle 

and living thereby. A want of love ani 
good will to others, has been the cause of 
most of the evils that have afflicted th 
human race. Could we trace the history 
of individuals and nations, through scenes [Pe 
of calamity and war, we shoald find that 
illiberal selfishness was the principal agents 
in their production. That man has op: 
pressed man for his own ease or ageran- 
dizement, and invented stratagems of fraud 
and cruelty to facilitate his designs of avz- 
rice, or ambition. The whole world isa 
stage of rivalse Lach acting not for the 
good of all, but for bis own exclusive ad- 
vantage. Hence most of the individual 
exertions tend to destroy the rights and 
happiness of mankind, in the same propor- 
tion, that they promote those of individu- 
als. Therefore, the united efforts of the 
world are about as much against public 
happiness as for it. When individuals 
strive, each acts for his own good; yet 
both are losers by the quarrel, When.two 
armies contend, each is bent on self prre- 
servation and gain, yet both must necessa- 
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actions are generally directed by an illibe- 
ral self love, and all move in the narrow 
channel of self interest. The world will 
meet with but little success in the ardent 
pursuit of happiness. Man is bat an in- 
sect, or fragment of being in comparison 
with the mighty works of God. Why then 
should he contract his desires and his af- 
fections all to one so mean and contempti- 
ble a creature? 

He who has no heart to feel for others 
woes ; no hand to relieve the wants, or 
soothe the aching bosom of the unfortu- 
nate ; whose views and desires are all lim- 
ited to the narrow circle of his own inter- 
est; who bounds his every act and every 
thought by his own hungry avarice; and 
wrings from the poor the means of his own 
pleasure and amusement, he cannot be hap- 
py, he must be miserable. He knows not 
the exalted pleasure of doing good to oth- 
ers. His faculties benumbed with degra- 
ding selfishness, he freezes out a life of 
wretchedness, in the joyless feelings of his 
own wretched mind. Morose and malev- 
olent, he embitters every soul in his pres- 


ence, and casts a sort of malignant shade on 


Social love and 
heaven born benevolence never warmed his 
frosty bosom ; humanity and sympathetic 
charity, never pour their streams of bliss 
in his heart. For true happiness will nev- 
er dwell with so much depravity. Thro’ 
a want of benevolent affections the poor 
are neglected, and the honest sufferers are 
often forgotten ; families are rendered un- 
happy by domestic discord; neighborhoods 
are filled with calumny and strife; individ- 
uals are sacrificed to revengeful passions; 
and kingdoms are often whelmed in blood. 
Yes, notwithstanding the world is every- 
where full of religious pretensions, of some 
sort or other ; all nations lifting their hands 
to heaven, to attest the sanctity of their 
faith, and boasting its moral advantages: 
Selfishness, oppression and cruelty, have 
full dominion over the human character.— 
Thousands of religious schemes have 
“sprang A ete and borrowed their rep- 
utation from the point of the sword, or the 


every object around him, 


willofthetyrant. But these 

fashioned after the narrow pr 

passions of men, and have scatter 

but dissension and hatred in the \ 

society. Perhaps all religions have been 
popular but one, and that one, is the long 
neglected religion of love. ‘That is the re- 
ligion of Jesus, taught in his life, and no. 
bly exemplified in his death. That is the 
only religion which heaven has pianted on 
earth. So much despised, so much neg- 
lected, and so much swept down hy the 
torrent of anti-christian delusions and pas- 
sions, which like a mighty flood defaces the 
beauties of the moral world, and scatters 
misery and destruction farand wide, ‘Too 
much theory, and two little practice. Look 
at the Southern States for an example, and 
be astonished. There you may see gen- 
tlemen professing much love to souls, and 
a desire to help them to heaven; zealous 
to send the gospel to the other side of the 
globe, while they, themselves, have thou- 
sands of negro siaves at their own doors, 
without the gospel, without knowledge, 
without liberty, and may I not say, gener- 
ally without bread! And itis their sweat 
and their blood, drawn by the lash of wan- 
ton cruelty, which fattens these benevolent 
gentlemen, who are sending creeds to Asia, 
God of heaven, how long shall these abom- 
inations pass for the religion of peace ?>— 
How detestable does every hollow preten- 
sion appear, that is not founded in love 2— 
Love has no need of the sword to make it- 
self respected; it charms and captivates 
the good, with its own beauty and excel- 
lence. Ifever [ saw a happy family, it 
was where love was the prevailing prin- 
ciple; where love cemented every 
heart, directed every act, and every 
| word; where the husband speaks with dig- 
| nity, but with the voice of kindness, inspir- 
ing affection and bearing wisdom in his 
words: where the wife is only ambitious to 
reciprocate the tender emotion, and enliv- 
en the languid hours with the vivacity of 


her manners, and lovely conversation: 
where both feel their hopes ripening into 


joy, as they behold their little ones, the 
| tender objects of parental care, advancing 
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at once into wisdom and virtue watching 
examples of mercy and kindness, and lis- 
tening with youthful ardor, to their lessons 
of love and benevolence. It isfor sach to 
know what true happiness is on earth.— 
How grateful to the parent’s heart, to see 
the young mind expand in truth and social 
goodness; to see them promise in riper 
years, to pour forth the fruits of wisdom, 
piety and love. ‘Thisisblissindeed. But 
when love is banished from the domestic 
circle, Where then, is happiness fled? 
Tis gone! Mutual censure, strife, wrath 
and misery, with all their dismal train of 
abuses and vices succeed. Parents that 
live not in Jove, cannot govern; as the in- 
fluence of bad example wil! corrupt the 
rising family, till habitual irritation and ha- 
tred, drive every sympathy and tender 
affection from their bosoms, and let in a 
brood of ferocious passions, which will 
complete their depravity and destruction. 
You that wish to see your children rise 
to give you joy in declining life, neglect no 
opportunity,to breathe benevolence, human- 
ity and mercy into their minds; often warm 
them with impressive anecdotes of good- 
ness, and pictures of social love. Teach 
them no religion but that which is love, 
both in the theory and in the practice ; and 
years to come will unfold the glorious ben- 
efits of your attention. Look at the neigh- 
bor who makes Juve the rule of his actions ; 
how blessed is he? He rejoices at the 
prosperity of all, and participates in all 
the public joy. If he is unfortunate ia 
what the world admires, he derives felicity 
from the fortane of others. He walks in 
the paths of peace; subdues his enemies 
by the power of love, and meets the smile 
of friendship, both at home and abroad. If 
he is rich and increased in goods, his house 
is an asylum for the oppressed; the poor 
find relief at his door, and his hand is ever 
ready to bless the needy and the wretched. 
How superlatively happy! and how much 
is he Jike the Saviour of tke world, who 
died to testify his]ove toman. Picture to 
yourself a whole neighborhood composed 


fraud,strife and all consorious feeling be de- 
nied admittance to their company? How 
much motual felicity would they promote? 
How subservient would they be to each 
others good, and friendship, peace and 
plenty would crowntheir goodness. Have 
we ever seen a religious community or 
church prosperous and happy? If so, love 
must have been the great connecting prin- 
ciple, that bound them together. Meek. 
ness, temperance, good will and all the 
sympathies of pure religion,must have been 
cultivated then, and fostered by the minis. 
try of seconciliation, and watered with the 
dews of heaven. Then each must feel in 
bis bosom a true fraternal regard for every 
brother or sister, and not limited to them, 
but by expanding to other societies, to oth- 
er denominations, and finally to other king- 
doms ; so as to encircle the whole rational 
world; all the mighty family of God, in 
the heavenly principle of an enlarged and 
boundless benevolence. That society must 
be happy, if there is bliss in heaven, where 
love unbounded forever reigns. There 
must be bliss and peace in that society, 
where heaven has planted its divinest prin- 
ciple. What refreshing streams of love 
and benevolence forever flow, from God, 
the mighty fountain, which even thirsty 
worlds can never exhaust. But when re- 
ligious communities build upon any other 
foundation, than that of love, the fiend of 
discord soon rears his head and breathes 
the seeds of apathy and ill will among 
them, which ends in dissolution and ruin, 
In a word, does not the command of Je- 
sus, that we love one another, embrace the 
very sum and substance cf all true religion? 
If so, all hands should now engage in 
spreading the holy principle. Ail prayer, 
preaching and doctrine, should be subser- 
vient to this great end, to promulgate 
peace on earth and good will to men; to 
level all the distinction of pride or usurpa- 
tion; to point out the dependance and con- 
nexion of all to all, and harmonize man- 
kind, by reconciling each to other and all 
to God. This alone can unite, husbands 





ef euch characters. Would not jealousy, 





and wives, and make them blessed: This 
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alone can effect the obligations between pa- 
rents and children: This alone can cause 
neighbors to dwell together in unity: This 
j5 essential to good rules and good citizens 5 
and this is the only religion on earth, that 
is worth having, or approved in heaven. 
Suppose once, that the religion of love 
should prevail from sea to sea, and every 


_ soul should glow with infinite good will:to 


all. Whata glorious revolution! Would 
not heaven and earth seem to be united ; 
the city of God would descend; crimes 
would disappear, and ail hearts would re. 
joice together. ’Tis blasphemy to say that 
this is not the true religion of God! Let 
others strain at a gnat, and swallow a cam- 
el. Let them have their theories of parti- 
ality and reprobation, and their cheerless 
systems of mystery and despair. But give 
me the exalted pleasure of loving my fel- 
low beings. Inthe language of the poet, 
I ask nothis birth-place, in whatever region, 
Hot, temperate, or frigid, despotic or free ; 
I ask not his politics, his creed or religion, 

; A Turk, Jew or Christian, he is still dear to me- 

Give me th:is religion, I say, and I will not 
envy the elect, nor covet the pleasures ofthe 
greatand the rich. Whatever becomes my 
doom, if [ have this, I possess a treasure that 
this world can neither give nor take away. 
But take this away, and place me in heaven, 
and I shali be wretched there. For univer- 
sal love is the same from whence angels of 
light draw their bliss. They cwell in the bo- 
som of Deity, and Deity is love. Could you 
extinguish that flame of boundless love, ser- 
aphs would smile no more. A gloomy hell 
would fill the abodes of the blessed. 
- Now, my auditors, St. Paul says, 1 Thess. 
v.21. “Prove all things, and hold fast that 
which is good.” Now your solemn attention 
is solicited ; have not all religions been prov: 
ed, but the religion of love ? Have not ail 
schemes been adopted and proved with a 
view to get to heaven without loving all man- 
kind ? Have not people been generally will- 
ing to love God, provided they could make 
him themselves, and teach him whom to love 


‘and whom to hate, that they might do the 


game ? And have their schemes proved to 
be good, or have they proved to be bad ? 
Let the records of a wicked and wretched 





world, be the answer to these QUESTIONS +rrser0e | 








Have not more hard feelings, disputes and 
wars, self-immolation, sighs and tears, an- 
guish, gloom and despair, grown out of what 
has: been falsely called religion, than every 
thing else together ? It is not to weak and 
unpopular parties, that these remarks apply. 
But they will apply fully to every systera and 
sect that has become numerous and popular 
in apy age on earth. All pagan systems 
have found an exclusive Elysium, and made 
it the subject of jargon and strife. Mahomet 
has prepared a heaven for those who fight his 
battles, and a burning hell for all he chooses 
to brand with heresy. Professors of chris- 
tianity have derived from their partial sys- 
tems of cruelty and hatred, reasons for burn- 
ing thousands alive for the glory of God........ 
And they have drawn rivers of blood from 
those, prefessing the same religion,who could 
not think exactly according to the popular 
sentiment. Think not that the popular sys- 
tems have improved and become more mild, 
so long as their systems are so partial, as to 
build a ‘ bell on spite and a heaven on pride,’ 
so long will they operate in the same line of 
persecution. It is political systems that have 
improved, in some parts of the world. Our 
government, thank God, has resolved to let 
the Prince of Peace defend his own religion, 
and his weapons are not murderous but spir- 
itual, and mighty through God, to the pulling 
down of strong holds, But I myself have 
seen reasons to believe that there is yet mal- 
ice and bigotry enough in popular systems,in 
our own country, to burn such as are called 
heretics, if it were not for the “ powers that 
be.”’ Ifthese things are so, which I think 
none will dispute, who has anv considerable 
knowledge of facts. If every thing has 
heen proved for religion, but love, and 
every thing but love has proved destruc- 
tion of human happiness, the solemn ques- 
tion returns, will we not love one another ? 
Will we not now prove the religion of 
universal love ? 

In our text it is said, ‘as I have loved you 
that ye also love one another.’’ Jesus loved 
mankind in a manner, not to curse them,and 
call divine maledictions upon them, but to 
pray fur them in death, and die for them in 
love! Here then is the solemn command, 
and here is the glorious example. When Je- 
sus becomes the enemy of man, then let us 
hate one another. But till then, Oh, let us 
cultivate a friendly disposition toward every 
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GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





member of God’s great family, and live like 
social, reasonable immortals. And then this 
‘yale of tears” will become a paradise ofjoy. 
He that ean consult no interest but his own, 
and has no disinterested benevolence for his 
species, must be an unprofitable and useless 
being, a fiend in human shape, and ought to 
be banished from human society, to dwell in 
solitude, or associate with the brutes, Ifwe 
love not our species,iet us leave them,and fly 
to come sequestered shade, some inlospita- 
ble wild, or lonely mountain, and there sit 
down io the full possession and enjoyment of 
self! and then, if possible, let self be happy. 
But how revolting the thought,how cheerless 
the life of solitude ! Should every human 
being be in a moment swept from existence, 
except myself, how wretched should I be! 
Though monarch of the globe, I could call 
all the riches and titles of the world my own, 
how miserable should I be! Not all the mines 
and thrones of this lower world, or the mag- 
nificence of creation could make mie happy. 
If man then is so incapable of re nderinghimself 
happy, Oh let us learn our mutual dependance. 
That all are linked together by our common 
nature, and social love, is ordained by Deity 
to be the only foundation of individual or pub- 
lic happiness. We have common virtues and 
frailties, and common pleasures and pains,and 
we are common children of the Glorious Pa’ 
vent, connected by a thousand relations, and 
hoping for the grest common salvation.......... 
And now therefore will we not have one com- 
mon religion, which shall be based in love ? 
unfeigned, universal, everlasting love. May 
God grant it. Amen. 





ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


A Mr. W.—an Universalist Preacher 
having delivered a lecture in a town, which 
he had visited for the first time; an elder- 
ly lady who had attended the meeting,com- 
menced an attack at the close of the ser- 
mon and with great zeal opposed the senti- 
ments which had been delivered embracing 
the salvation of allmen. After some little 
altercation she made the following inquiry. 
Do you, Sir, believe in future punishment ? 
Yes madam Ido. Well! well!!! said the 
old lady, that is better than nothing!!! 


NEW CHURCH. 
For the gratification of our friends a- 
broad, we inform them that a House for 
the public worship of Almighty Gotrtvill 


mer, to be designated by the name of “Tne 
First Untyersatist Cuurcn.” The house 
will be erected on the south side of the 
Court House square, to be built of brick, 
proportion 70 feet by 60; and it is expect- 
ed that the house wil! be completed by the 
lirst of December next.—id. 





Installation.—On the 30th ult. Brother 
Tuomas Whittemore, was publicly In- 
stalled as the Pastor of the‘ First Uni- 
versalist Society, in Cambridge.’ Mass. 

‘ 


From the Baltimore Unitarian Miscellany. 


GOD 185 GOOD. 
Gop is good! Each perfumed flower, 
The smiling fields, the dark green wood, 
The insect, Guttering for an lhour.— 
All things proclaim that God is good. 


I hear it in the rushing wind ; 
Hills that have for ages stood, 

And clouds, with gold and silver lined, 
Are still repeating, God is good. 


Each little rill that many a year 
Has the same verdant path pursued, 
And every bird, in accents clear, 
Joins in thesong that God is good. 


The restless main, with haughty roar 
Caims each wild wave, and billow rude, 
Retreats submissive from the shove, 
And swells the chorus, God is good. 


Countless hosts of burning stars 

Sing his praise with light renew’d 5 
The rising sun each day declares 

In rays of glory, God is good. 


The moon that walks in brightness says, 
God is good !—and man endued 

With power to speak his Maker’s praise, 
Should stil! repeat the God is good. 





DIED—At Rome, N. Y. on the 16th ult. Mr. Hope 
Sinith, father of the Rev. 8. R. Smith, aged 72 years. 
He died in hope of inheriting a happy immortality wit 
all the family of man. 
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be erected inthis City the ‘ensuing sum. 








